Final Note

fight a simultaneous war on two fronts, should have felt
anxiety and made preparation.

A fair -weather sign was the satisfactory conclusion of the
negotiations between Great Britain and Germany in con-
nection with the possible eventual allocation of the Portuguese
colonies in Africa and the initialing of the agreement on the
Bagdad Railway project. It was not in the interest of
Germany any more than of Great Britain to be involved in
war, and Princess RadzLwill, if she constantly blames German
brusqueness and German policy for making mistakes and
thereby contributing to the state of tension in international
relations, makes it clear that war was not the intention of
responsible circles in Germany. At the same time it cannot
be denied that the noisy activities of the Pan-Germanists did
not help matters and thoroughly frightened their neighbours,
and German Naval expansion seemed a challenge to Great
Britain. The Germans seem to have been unusually insensi-
tive to the effects of the impression they were creating abroad
and not to have realised England's susceptibility to appearances.
And yet if the Ambassadors Conference had been in existence
in 1914, or it had been resuscitated in time, there is little reason
to doubt that Anglo-German co-operation would again have
done much to smooth matters over or at least would have
postponed the issue, when existing grievances and the ques-
tion of armaments on Land and Sea might even then have
ultimately been settled by patient negotiation through the
customary diplomatic channels.
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